Oregon Law Commission Municipal and Justice Courts Work Group
Feedback after 10/20 Records of Abolished Local Courts Meeting 10/28/2026

(1) Feedback from Monte Luddington on behalf of Oregon District Attorneys
Association regarding Subsection 2(b)

[The] response I’m getting from ODAA thus far has been positive on the compromise
suggested of including the DAs regarding waiver of the notice period only when the
muni/justice court being abolished handles criminal cases.

(2) Feedback from Kimberly McCullough on behalf of the Oregon Judicial
Department regarding restitution and compensatory fines

[OJD is ok with] drafting the bill so the restitution/comp fines section more expressly states
that OJD must accept payments for those regardless of whether the criteria described in
the bill are satisfied. | didn’t try to draft that language, as | am hoping [LC] has some ideas
about how to do it.

(3) Updated draft language for proposed subsection 4 from Kimberly McCullough
on behalf of the Oregon Judicial Department regarding collaborative language

Add the following requirements in a new subsection (4) after subsection (3) in both Section
1and 2:

(4) (a) The circuit court must collect payments for money owed on a judgmentin any
transferred case or case record that has an unpaid financial balance owing to the
[municipal/justice] court, including restitution and compensatory fines owed to a
victim, when the case or case record is transferred to the circuit court only if the
following conditions are satisfied:

(A) The [municipal/justice] court notifies each debtor in writing that
payments must be made to the circuit court after the municipal court closes
and provides the date of the forthcoming closure.

(B) For each case, the [municipal/justice] court provides to the circuit court
the following categories of case financial information, including all specific
and related data required by the circuit court:

i. Charges/Assessments
ii. Payments
iii. Adjustments

iv. Disbursements
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v. Amounts in Trust/Tender
vi. License Sanction

(b) Before data under this subsection (4)(a)(B) is provided to the circuit court, the
[municipal/justice] court and the Department will work together to ensure the data
is in a format that can readily be imported into OJD's case management system.

(c) If the criteria in subsection (4)(a) are met, once the case is transferred, the circuit
court must accept payments on the outstanding judgments until satisfied.
Notwithstanding [insert appropriate statutes, see below for suggestions], the circuit
court will make payments to the state and distribute payments as if the case was
prosecuted in, and the judgment originally entered in, a circuit court.

(d) Except for restitution or compensatory fines owed to victims, if the criteria above
are not met, any unpaid financial balance owing to the [municipal/justice] court will
be deemed satisfied once the case is transferred.

Regarding the statutes we need to “notwithstand” above, here are our suggestions (note
that there may be more, but this is what we could identify):

ORS 153.633(2) —amount payable to state prior to distribution

ORS 153.645 —justice court distribution re traffic offenses

ORS 153.650 — muni court distribution re traffic offenses

ORS 153.655(2)(b) and (c) —justice and muni court distribution re mass transit
district ordinance violations

ORS 153.657(2)(b) and (c) - justice and muni court distribution re violations of
homeschooled student requirements

ORS 153.660 —justice and muni court fines other than traffic offenses last $16 to
county treasurer


https://oregon.public.law/statutes/ors_153.633
https://oregon.public.law/statutes/ors_153.645
https://oregon.public.law/statutes/ors_153.650
https://oregon.public.law/statutes/ors_153.655
https://oregon.public.law/statutes/ors_153.657
https://oregon.public.law/statutes/ors_153.660

