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ORS 
41.520 Evidence to prove a will:  

Evidence of a will shall be the 
written instrument itself, or 
secondary evidence of the 
contents of the will, in the cases 
prescribed by law.

ORS 
112.255(1): Validity of execution of a will:  

A will is lawfully executed if it is 
in writing, signed by or at the 
direction of the testator, and 
otherwise executed in 
accordance with specified laws.



ORS 
112.235: 
Execution of 
a Will 

The Testator Must:

Express testamentary 
intent in writing

Voluntarily sign, affirm 
signature, or direct 

other to sign in 
presence of witnesses



ORS 
112.235: 
Execution of 
a Will 

The Witnesses Must:

See, hear, or 
observe signing

Attest the will by 
signing the witness’ 

name to the will 
within a reasonable 

time before 
testator’s death.

Execute affidavit 
contemporaneous 
with execution of 

will. (ORS 113.055)



ORS 112.238: Exceptions

Even if not executed in compliance with ORS 
112.235, will be treated as if it were if:

The writing was 
executed before 

decedent’s death

The decedent signed or 
another person signed 

at direction of decedent

The proponent of the 
writing establishes by 
clear and convincing 

evidence that decedent 
intended the writing to 
be a will, revocation, or 

alternation



ORS 112.235(4):
As used in this section and ORS 112.238, “writing” 

does not include an electronic record, document or 
image



Current Process



Current Process



Current Process



Current Process



Current Process



Questions? 


	Review of Current Process in Will Submission to Court
	Slide Number 2
	ORS 112.235: Execution of a Will 
	ORS 112.235: Execution of a Will 
	ORS 112.238: Exceptions
	Slide Number 6
	Current Process
	Current Process
	Current Process
	Current Process
	Current Process
	Questions? 

